Teaching Notes

Should Indian Sports Mascots be Repealed? 
Learning Outcomes:

1.)  To explore the impact of sports symbols on society and culture
2.)  To consider the ways Indian mascots portray Indians and the impact this has
3.)  To explore issues of cultural understanding and cultural exploitation

4.)  To gain a familiarity with what NA entitlement has to do with Indian mascots

5.)  To gain a perspective of historical misperceptions of NA culture
6.)  To foster an appreciation for the diversity of the many NA tribes

7.)  To explore the effectiveness of legislation that addresses NA mascots
AUDIENCE:  This case is suitable for students in high school or college classes and  appropriate for classes in Native American studies, history, geography, civics, education, communications, sociology, law, and media.
RELATED CASES:  There are at several other cases on the web site that relate to this case: WAITING PATIENTLY FOR 500 YEARS (the process of writing and passing legislation to include tribal history in the schools); WHOSE HISTORY SHOULD BE TAUGHT? (a teacher meets with conflict from colleagues while attempting to include tribal history) and several others focusing specifically on mascots: “Is Diversity a Mask or a Bridge: The Indian Mascot Debate” and “The Aftermath of Redskins Indian Mascot Decisions: What’s Next?” 
IMPLEMENTATION SUGGESTIONS:  This case is versatile as far as its audience and can be taught in a variety of ways including small groups, debates, and research.  One approach would be to plan for three one hour class periods for the case to be taught.  Period one would be lecture/discussion introducing the case and the issues it touches on.  It would be preferable for students to read the case the night before.  Period two would be discussion group session, and period three would be for reporting out of groups and general discussion on the pros and cons and proposed solutions and/or identification of further or unresolved issues.  Homework for the third session could include an assignment where students bring images to class that would aid in the pro/con/solutions general discussion phase as the groups report out on their discussions. 

This case could also be taught as an interrupted case study.  Assigning students singly or in groups to research on different sections and either report orally or hand in written reports would be a good approach.   Current research would be good discussion material on how this case has evolved and how it is changing as well as what the future may hold as far as resolution or debate.

An alternative approach is to teach the class in one 3 hour class with students divided into four groups to discuss and report out on the following discussion questions: 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:  

Group one:  Sports symbols and society:  Discuss what a symbol is.  Give examples of sports symbols.  Discuss interpretation of these symbols from the following points of view:  Male athletes, female athletes, fans, sports media, and communities at large.

Group two:  Native American mascots and symbols:  Come up with at least four examples of Indian mascot names.  Come up with at least four examples of Indian sports symbols.  Discuss how these symbols represent or misrepresent Native Americans.  Discuss how Native Americans may perceive these names and symbols from the following points of view: Indian elders, Indian parents, and Indian children.  Who are the stake holders?  
Group three:  Native American mascots and history:  Discuss what Indian sports mascots and symbols say about ritual, ceremony, and culture of Native Americans.  Identify at least four examples where these mascots and symbols represent or misrepresent the history and traditions of Native Americans.  Discuss who can best relate the traditions, culture, and history of Native Americans.  Explain why? Who are the stake holders?
Group 4:  According to the case study, identify examples of legislation from the three following areas: the courts, school districts, sports association.  Discuss each of these from the following standpoints: 1)  The type of legislation proposed, 2) the way it was received,  and 3) the results of each.  Is the court system the most effective way to approach the issue of Native American mascots?   How can this issue best be resolved?  Explain why.
