Teaching Notes

Quinault Indian Nation: Living on the Edge

Learning Objectives

*Learn about Quinault Nation, e.g., history, culture, needs, lifestyles 
*Explore the meaning of tribal rights under treaties and executive orders

*Learn about climate change issues affecting the Quinaults (and other Tribes)
*Learn about actions the Quinaults (plus other Tribes/other governments and entities) are taking in response to climate change
*Understand tribal/non-tribal government-to-government cooperation/co-management—needs, responsibilities, benefits
*Gain understanding of the challenges involved with adaptation, e.g., relocation
*Learn about treaty rights as they pertain to climate change and other environmental challenges, e.g., the Chehalis River dam
*Consider the values of hope and determination vs. defeatism

Audience/academic fields
This case is appropriate for high school and college classes and undergraduate as well as graduate students.  It is especially appropriate for courses in environmental sciences, natural resource management, political science, public administration, Native American studies, and sociology. 
Themes: 

Climate change, community development, land, leadership. Intergovernmental relations, environmental restoration

Discussion Questions 
1. What is climate change? What are its possible implications for the Quinault/other Tribes and entities? 

2. What is TEK? Why is it useful in the fight against climate change?
3. Who is Fawn Sharp and why is it that she and other tribal leaders are pertinent in the fight against climate change? 

4. Why is the Quinault Tribe relocating? What are the challenges/benefits of such a move?

5. What has happened to Mt. Andersen? What caused it? Why is it significant?
6. What is meant by the title: “Living on the Edge?”

7. Why are determination and hope important vs. defeatism in the fight against climate change? Is there hope?

Teaching this case could be done in a variety of ways. The emphasis may shift in the questions and approach depending on the disciplinary emphasis of the course. In addition to teaching the case with discussion questions and small groups, other possible approaches are suggested here: 
1.Focus groups. Divide the students into small groups of 3 to 7 people and have them work on the discussion questions associated with each part. To the degree possible, have each group consist of various backgrounds/cultures, e.g., tribal and non-tribal, etc. (Treat as “focus groups”).  In each instance, have a spokesperson from each group report on their discussion.

2. Debate. Assign students or groups of students to “pro and con” positions to debate points such as the following: 



A. Efforts to fight climate change should take precedence over ongoing fossil fuel drilling/mining and related economic gains vs. Increased oil drilling, coal mining, etc. are essential to the economy and to avoid economic recession.


B. Treaty rights must be respected and adhered to vs. Treaties with Tribes should be shoved aside in favor of economic progress.


C. TEK and tribal oral histories should be considered in all decisions related to climate change as well as land and water management vs. Tribes and TEK are not needed in management of the environment and natural resources and such input gets in the way of economic progress.


D. A “green” approach to energizing our state/country/world is the best approach to a prosperous economy vs. The “drill baby drill” approach is needed.


E. Quinault’s “natural” approach to managing the Chehalis River watershed is needed vs. A new dam is needed to prevent future flooding. 
3. Visit. Take a field trip. Field trips can be used to educate students (and teachers) in a variety of ways. The very act of visiting wild or natural resource management areas can be enlightening. Tour the habitat restoration work being done on the Quinault River for example. Attend a cultural event or arrange for a tribal speaker to orient students with tribal fishing or clamming. Note: Quinault has a rule requiring all visitors to its reservation to have consent and accompaniment by a tribal official. Having tribal officials come to schools to make presentations is highly beneficial as well. The best of all teaching experiences is hands-on—that is, arranging to take an active part in projects such as tree planting, presentations to the Council, etc. Availability of such experiences may vary from time-to-time, Tribe-to-Tribe and program to program. See the Quinault website at www.QuinaultIndianNation.com for contact and background information. Hint: Among other information on this website you will find a link to the Nugguam, Quinault Nation’s newsletter. Subscribing to it (for free) is an excellent way to keep informed about the going’s on at Quinault.
4. www.ThisIsIndianCountry.org. In 2023 TIIC will be providing oral histories, a new documentary and a new curriculum, free of charge on this website. These videos will provide easy-to-access Quinault and other tribal insights about climate change and related environmental issues. Their objective is to help open the eyes of people everywhere to the challenges Tribes are facing, the solutions they are implementing and their perspectives on the future. These TIIC productions are sponsored in conjunction with Washington Wild (www.wawild.org) with funding by BECU, and provide excellent education tools.
5. Additional Reading:  
“Climate Change Forces Quinault Tribe To Seek Higher Ground” https://earthjustice.org/blog/2018-march/climate; “Quinault Indian Nation plans for village relocation” https://www.climate.gov/news-features/climatecase...; 
Https://www.historylink.org/File/9877: DeLaCruz, Joseph (1936-2000); Traditions of the Quinault Indians; Newletters, “Being Frank” columns on www.nwifc.org;  New York: American Museum of Natural History. Olson, Richard L. (1936). The Quinault Indians. Seattle: University of Washington. Storm, Jacqueline M. (1990). Land of the Quinault. Taholah, WA: Quinault Indian Nation. Willoughby, Charles Clark (1886). Indians of the Quinault Agency, Washington Territory;  Quinault website: www.QuinaultIndianNation.com; Nugguam (“to speak) available on the Quinault website.
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